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No Other Name 







John 1 
30 yrs ago - 1983 – Dayna and I moved to Arua, Uganda / 1st M JOURNEY 

Teach in Theological College for the Church of Uganda / English Language

Worked on learning LUGBARA Language – Tried to PRACTICE Little

Dayna would ASK KIDS: Azi Ma Chi Chi! / Mi Ru Adia? (What’s your name?)
Fear on FACES – Idi Amin drove FOREIGNERS Away – NEVER Seen One!
PARENTS Threatened > If you are BAD, the WHITE People will EAT You! 

AND give STRANGER your NAME // Spirit > Might CONTROL You! 

NAME is POWER: For MAN…> How MUCH GREATER Name of God 
WHY we PRAY in JESUS’ NAME > His AUTHORITY, Sovereign RULE
TODAY See Names & Titles of JESUS in John ch. 1

1. The Doctrine of Christ
2. The Demands of Christ

1. The Doctrine of Christ
Unpopular Word: Doctrine = TEACHING / ORTHODOXY = Right Teaching 

NEED RIGHT TEACHING – TRUE DOCTRINE – because of False Christ’s -  

If anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect - if that were possible.          Matthew 24.23,24
Some say DOCTRINE DIVIDES?? Bible says FALSEHOOD & SIN Divides
Word of God and Spirit of God > UNITES those who are IN CHRIST

John’s DOCTRINE of Christ Begins with Jesus in Eternity Past
a. Source -  THE WORD – God, God’s Eternal Message

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning. 


John 1.1,2

POWER of Words – Good or Evil – Family Movie Night spoiled by Words

Hollywood Heroes / Very LIMITED VOCABULARY > Mostly 4 letter words

Spoken Word > Out of God’s Mouth > Brought UNIVERSE into Existence 

1. Maker > Clear Allusion to Genesis > ‘in the beginning God created…’ 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  











John 1.3

GOD WAS WITH JESUS AND HE WAS ALWAYS LIKE JESUS

       GOD OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

God is always Holy and Just always Loving and Forgiving

2. Message – WORDS Reveal, Make Ideas Clear, Jesus: Great Communicator
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 







John 1.14

When Jesus CAME > GOD PUT ON A HUMAN FACE > Real, Ordinary Man
FIRST Followers SAW Glory of Jesus: Water to Wine / Feeding 5000 / Lazarus

APOSTLE Peter among 3 that SAW GLORY of Jesus on Mt of Transfiguration

“…we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention” 






2 Peter 1.16-19

AMAZING, PRIVILEGE to See Jesus in RADIANT GLORY with Own EYES! 

But, Peter says we ALL have GREAT Privilege in our HANDS > BIBLE! 

WRITTEN Word – CLEAR Message AVAILABLE to ALL – Always with Us!

Since BIBLE is very COMMON – Can be COMMONLY IGNORED by Us! 

As 2012 winds down HOW MANY of the 66 Books have you Read? Ever? 

New Year – New Opportunity – CONSISTENTLY, FAITHFULLY Read Bible

Like Apostle Peter says, “you will do well to pay attention to prophetic Word”
READ Words in God’s Scripture, So we can WORSHIP God’s SON
Jesus: “the Scriptures…bear witness about me” John 5.39
3. Made Complete - NO WHERE TO GO BEYOND JESUS
JESUS IS THE FULL WORD – He is God’s Complete Message
ONLY IN CHRIST CAN WE KNOW GOD 

In Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge   Colossians 2.3

MEANS that you FIND YOUR SATISFACTION and JOY in JESUS ALONE 
…good news of peace through Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all Acts 10.36
If HEART is AT REST IN JESUS, You can NEVER BE Forever SHAKEN!

20 Sets of Parents in CT – All Lost Precious Children – Some LOST Everything

Because their KIDS were THEIR WHOLE WORLD > Reason for LIFE Itself 

TOO Much WEIGHT for CHILD to Carry, or SPOUSE, or Even Small Group

Millions BOUGHT iPhone:Some SOURCE of Joy, Hope, Life, Peace, Happiness 

Always in their HANDS and has SUNK DEEP into their HEARTS 

FEEL BETRAYED > APPLE let me DOWN – LOUSY MAPS Program! 

Spent the FARM on iPhone 5 > Soon OUT OF DATE, NEW MODEL Coming! 

APPLE Not CARE about YOU! Want your MONEY! Hello! It’s just a PHONE!  
Jesus ALONE Fully Satisfies – NO Upgrades Need – Every APP you NEED!  

When MANY FOLLOWERS LEFT - JESUS asked Remaining DISCIPLES

‘You do not want to leave too, do you?’  Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.’  
John 6.67,68
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 


John 1.4

b. Sight - Jesus is THE LIGHT – He is the True Light / Light of the World

IN HIM WE ARE ON MARVELOUS JOURNEY from Darkness to Light

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  John 1.9

EVERYONE has the OPPORTUNITY > INVTED into HIS LIGHT, His Love 

Theological Term > ILLUMINATION > In Jesus the LIGHT TURNS ON 

Thru FAITH in Christ > NEW AWARENESS, NEW UNDERSTANDING

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 






   John 12.46

New UNDERSTANDING of OURSELVES – Holy Spirit // SEARCHLIGHT
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment. 




John 16.8

At times HE MAKES us FEEL BAD > So we’ll Come to Him & Get BETTER
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.






John 8.12

c. Savior > When PENETRATED by His LIGHT > Feel our DARKNESS
NOT Only does Jesus REVEAL our SIN > He Accomplished REDEMPTION
GOOD NEWS of SALVATION > Not just EXPOSES – He CLEANSES! 
Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

John 1.29 
2nd TIME John BAPTIST SAYS > Look, the Lamb of God!

John 1.36
What Does Jesus Do? He Saves Sinners / HE’s OUR SUBSTITUTE before God
“…you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins”











Matthew 1.21

Scope of Sacrifice > Not just ISRAEL, He is the SAVIOR OF THE WORLD 


We know that this man really is the Savior of the world.


John 4.42

CARRIES OUR SIN AND BEARS FULL PUNISHMENT FOR IT ON CROSS

Jesus Christ did not come to make a contribution to the religious storehouse of mankind, but in him God reconciled the world to himself. W.A. Visser’t Hooft
FULFILLS ALL THE OT IMAGERY AND ANTICIPATION

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,

and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

  Isaiah 53.6,7

        Has this Jesus who Died CARRIED AWAY YOUR SINS? 
Have you Exchanged your Garments of Sorrow for His ROBE OF JOY?
d. Son of God – He is God the Son and the Son of God

TESTIMONY of John the BAPTIZER - 

I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God. 

John 1.34
JOHN STOOD WITH HIM IN JORDAN RIVER Heard voice of Father

You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.
Luke 3.22

Word ‘Father’ should convey Image of PROTECTION and PROVISION 

MANY in Today’s World > Image of ABUSE, ABSENCE, even ATTACKS 

In Jesus WE HAVE a FATHER > Greatest Protection / Gracious Provision

From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.











John 1.16

FATHER Not to RUN AWAY From > But to EMBRACE and ADORE 

To all who receive him, to those who believe in his name, God gives the right to become children of God.







John 1.12

e. Schoolteacher  > Great Communicator invites us into His CLASSROOM  

Rabbi (which means Teacher). 




John 1.38
You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. John 13.13

Acknowledged by NICODEMUS – GREAT TEACHER in ISRAEL

Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.   John 3.2 
NICODEMUS > Made Great MISTAKE > Made by Many in WORLD TODAY

THOUGHT > Jesus could be TEACHER without being His SAVIOR 
Some think Jesus was JUST Teacher > If So, Never Listened to His Teaching!
REASON why John’s Portrait of Jesus > LAMB comes before LEARNING 

BIG DIFFERENCE BTWN CHRISTIANITY and ALL OTHER RELIGION

WE FOLLOW HIS TEACHING BECAUSE WE’RE ALREADY SAVED

WE DO NOT FOLLOW HIS TEACHINGS TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD

NOT ENOUGH to Call HIM GOOD TEACHER/ or even follow His Teachings

CHRISTIANITY IS NOT D-O / IT IS D-O-N-E because God has Done All in X

Though but a peasant from Galilee, carpenter by trade and preacher by vocation, He claimed to be the teacher and the lord of men. He said he had authority over them to tell them what to believe and to do. It is an evident claim to deity, for no mere man can ever exercise lordship over other men’s minds and wills. John Stott 

IMMEDIATELY after Nicodemus Calls Jesus a MERE TEACHER
In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’ 






John 3.3

NEW BIRTH > Believing God So LOVED You > Gave His ONLY SON
f. Spirit-bearer -  MESSIAH    The Great Hope of the Old Testament 

Andrew told Simon “We have found the Messiah” (that is the Christ) John 1.41
HEB – Messiah / GREEK – Christ / Title = Anointed One, Filled with the Spirit

For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives (Him) the Spirit without limit. 







John 3.34

FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE OLD TESTAMENT HOPES AND PROMISES
OT > Name of the Lord provided POWER and PROTECTION

May the name of the God of Jacob protect you…Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 
Psalm 20.1,7

The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 













    Proverbs 18.10

John’s Gospel > NAME of the Lord > Power & Protection > is A PERSON 

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 






John 1.18

FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE OLD TESTAMENT HOPES AND PROMISES

John Baptist saw Messiah: The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.

John 1.33

If you THIRST > You can COME TO HIM and DRINK > Life-Giving SPIRIT
g. Sovereign > Many Faithful Jews expected Messiah would also be KING
Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.’ 

John 1.49

KING OF ISRAEL – also a Messianic Title / Sadly REJECTED BY THE JEWS
EXPECTED Messianic King to FOLLOW THEIR Agenda and Plans

EGYPT Today: ‘Arab Spring’ – TOPPLED Tyrant named MUBARAK 

Democratic Elections – People BACK in TARIR Square Opposing Pres.MORSI
MEN even Men who get Millions of Votes, or earn Millions of $ are Still MEN! 

My NAME was POWER! – Found that OUT when DIRECTED Seminary in KZ 

Russians / Kazakhs / Koreans --- heard my NAME in All those Languages

MARK BLAIR said / told me / want’s this done > M.B. SCARRY GUY! 

One Weekend went to Campus > Security Guard NEVER Seen Before 

NOT Allowed on Campus – Why? > Mark Blair will NOT ALLOW It!! 

If MAN’S Name has Some Power – How MUCH GREATER Name of God 
Stop regarding man in whose nostrils is breath, for of what account is he? Isaiah 2.22

Even ROME saw MORE in Jesus / Sign on Cross Declared King / 3 Languages

WORLD Captivated by NAME of JESUS – 2000 yrs after LEFT Earth

Xmas EVERY Nation, Even NATIONS Officially DECLARE ‘Is No God!’ 

Declared in CALENDAR 2013 AD – Anno Dominus “The Year of our Lord” 

There is not one inch in the entire area of human life about which Christ, who is Sovereign of all does not cry out ‘Mine!’ 


Abraham Kuyper

h. Son of Man 

I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. 




John 1.51
SOME THINK TITLE REFERS TO HUMANITY OF JESUS – AS A MAN

PROPHETIC TITLE FROM BOOK OF DANIEL
I looked and there before me was one like a son of man…He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations, and men of every language worshipped him. His dominion was an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. Daniel 7.13,14
SON OF MAN – title Jesus used MOST OFTEN to Describe Himself

TITLE NEVER USED IN THE NT APOSTOLIC LETTERS / Gk. LORD

Apostle John MASTERFULLY ARRANGES TITLES OF JESUS

Eternity Past – Jesus as Eternal Word // to Eternity Future – Son of Man/Judge

ETERNITY begins w/ Jesus as Word/ Alpha // Ends with Him as Judge / Omega

2. The Demands of Christ

a. Gather One Commentator calls John – ‘The Gospel of Belief’ 

John 1 > People who STRIVE to Know Him > STRUGGLE to Follow Him 
Overshadowed People like ANDREW
Explosive, Potential Leaders like PETER
Withdrawn, Sometimes CONFUSED witnesses like PHILIP
Abrupt and Sincere Seekers like NATHANAEL
Humble and Insightful Followers like JOHN > the Beloved Disciple
If Shakespeare were to come into this room we should all rise up to meet him, but if Jesus were to come in, we should all fall down and try to kiss the hem of his garment. 








Charles Lamb

NOT FANCIFUL IMAGINATION > one day every knee bow, tongue confess 

KNOWING CHRIST > is NOT BEING a ‘Know it ALL’
Mystery of Christ > IN JESUS WE KNOW GOD / NOT EXHAUSTIVELY

WE HAVE BARELY TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS KINGLY ROB

JESUS TELLS NICODEMUS: The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.






John 3.8

JOHN wrote REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST / sees Him on White Horse

He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.   Revelation 19.12

STUDY FOR A LIFETIME / all eternity not enough to figure Him all Out

Our Knowledge of Jesus should make us HUMBLE not HAUGHTY

WORSHIP is Fundamental to UNDERSTANDING

LAST VERSE OF THIS GOSPEL OF JOHN

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.   








 John 21.25

b. Grow Knowledge of Christ > LIFE TRANSFORMING 

John 1 > People called to FOLLOW HIM > Enter the School of Jesus 

INDIAN > Sadhu Sundar Singh > Raised a Sikkh, followed Jesus in his Teens

Hindu College > asked by Agnostic professor of Comparative Religions: 

‘What have you found in Christianity that you did not have in old religion?’ 

SINGH > ‘I have Christ’ 

Professor, impatiently: ‘Yes, I know that, but what particular principle or doctrine have you found that you did not have before?’ 

SINGH > ‘The particular thing I have found is Christ!’ Sadhu Sundar Singh
REAL TEST of Understanding: Not just Quoting Doctrine > LIVING IT OUT! 

All the GREAT DOCTRINES of John carry a GREAT DEMAND
If He is Truth > We must BELIEVE in Him
If He is Light of World > We must Flee our Darkness & Walk in His LIGHT
If He is Door > We must ENTER through Him and BE SAVED
If He is Good Shepherd > We must FOLLOW Him > Protection and Provision
If He is Resurrection and Life > We must LIVE IN HIM
If He is Vine > We must ABIDE and BEAR MUCH FRUIT
If He is Bread of Life > We must FEAST on all HIS FULLNESS
c. Go – We GO into all WORLD – Near and Far to Declare Jesus
John 1 > PEOPLE TELLING others About Jesus, calling to FOLLOW HIM

ONE TENET OF PLURALISM / All Religions are Equally Able to Help

Pilot flying from Beijing to Honolulu / Takes off and climbs to 30,000 feet

WELL LETS SEE / BEAUTIFUL DAY IN SKY / WHICH WAY TODAY?

“any way can get me to Hawaii” > North, South, East, West 
NOT MUCH OF A PILOT, NAVIGATOR, OR THEOLOGIAN

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.




Acts 4.12

Today we are POUNDED by PLURALISM > Shut Up about your JESUS! 

Against Laws / Regulations / Social Mores to SPEAK ABOUT JESUS

If it is true that almighty God, creator and sustainer of all that exists in heaven and on earth, has – at a known time and place in human history – so humbled himself to become part of our sinful humanity, and to suffer and die a shameful death to take away our sin, and to rise from the dead as the first-fruit of a new creation, if this is a fact, then to affirm it is not arrogance. To remain quiet about it is treason to our fellow human beings. If it is really true, as it is, that ‘the Son of God loved me and gave himself up for me’, how can I agree that this amazing act of matchless grace should merely become part of a syllabus for the ‘comparative study of religions’?



Lesslie Newbigin 

Each of 4 Evangelists Ends with MASTER sending His Church into MISSION

Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’










 John 20.21

SENT OUT > like Jesus in POWER of Jesus to Declare the PARDON of Jesus 

GREAT DOCTRINE > Who Jesus IS > When you have FOUND HIM 

Respond with GREAT DEVOTION > to Gather, Grow in Him, Go for Him! 
************

1. At Christmas we focus on the incarnation of our Lord, as we should. But even as you rejoice in His Advent, see Him from ‘eternity to eternity’ as revealed in John 1.

2. Which title of Jesus in John 1 speaks most deeply to your heart in this season? 

3. Which title of Jesus in John 1 is most misunderstood by those you love? Ask Christian friends how to make this more clear, with creativity and compassion. 

4. What Old Testament truths must you know to clearly understand that Jesus is “the lamb of God?” What New Testament texts amplify this truth? 
